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Subsidized Power Program of 
T.V.A. Seen Retarding Utility 


Willkie says threat of competition has forced Southern units to curtail 
construction — Budget of Commonwealth & Southern system totals 
$41,000,000 — Sales of appliances show increase 


The effect of the subsidized power 
program of the Tennessee Valley Au- 
thority, and its threat of competition, 
in retarding the growth and expan- 
sion of facilities of private utilities 
was forcibly brought out in a state- 
ment by Wendell L. Willkie, presi- 
dent of Commonwealth & Southern 
Corporation. Mr. Willkie declared 
that because of the T.V.A. the South- 
ern companies in the system were 
forced to curtail sharply their capital 
expenditures this year and will be 
unable to take advantage of present 
low interest rates by refunding out- 
standing obligations. 

Contrasting the situation of subsidi- 
aries operating in the T.V.A area with 
those operating in the North Central 
States Mr. Willkie pointed out that 
the Northern subsidiaries, which are 
free from government competition, 
have been able in the past two years 
to refund more than $250,000,000 of 
their senior securities at low interest 
rates and effect a saving in charges. 
“If the Southern companies were able 
to refund their outstanding bonds and 
preferred stocks on a similar basis,” 
Mr. Willkie said, “it would save them 
more than $6,000,000 a year in inter- 
est and preferred dividend charges.” 
This saving, he said, is equal to ap- 
proximately one-half of the entire rev- 


enue received annually from their 


—— 


100,000 domestic electric customers. 

Construction budgets of $41,000,- 
000 for this year are proposed by the 
operating companies. Mr. Willkie 
said that this amount is $17,000,000 
less than the budgets of $58,000,000 
originally proposed by the same com- 
panies, a shrinkage attributed by him 
to T.V.A. tax-subsidized activities. 


Sells $18,000,000 of appliances 


“Under an aggressive uniform mer- 
chandising policy the companies in 
the Commonwealth & Southern system 
last year sold to their customers more 
than $18,000,000 worth of household 
appliances, again surpassing all previ- 
ous records of this company and all 
other utility companies.” Mr. Will- 
kie declared. “Of this amount 
$8,600,000 worth were sold by the 
Southern companies and $9,800,000 
worth by the Northern companies. In 
the South the increase over 1935 in 
the sale of such appliances was 7.5 
per cent, while in the North it was 
10.5 per cent, although equal efforts 
were made in egch area. 

“The difference reflects in part the 
retarding effect which the Tennessee 
Valley Authority has had on the de- 
velopment of private enterprise in the 
South. 

“Construction budgets adopted for 


1937 reveal a significant contrast.” 


Mr. Willkie said. “The Northern com- 
panies have budgeted approximately 
$25,000,000 for new construction. In 
the South the figure is $16,000,000, 
although the construction require- 
ments there are about $33,000,000. 
This is a direct reflection of the dif- 
ficulties of financing created by the 
threat of uncontrolled competition. 
“Thus the absence of a solution of 
the problem created by the Tennessee 
Valley Authority—a long 
sought by this company—is a deter- 
rent to further rate reductions, a bar 
to employment of additional men in 
construction work and a prime cause 
of depreciation in the value of the 
property of security holders. It is to 
be hoped that this problem may be 
worked out during the year 1937 in 
order that rates may be further re- 
duced in the South, so that more men 
may be put to work and so that se- 
curity holders may be protected.” 


solution 


Georgia Power Denied 
Plea for Injunction 


The action of the Georgia Power 
Company to procure an injunction re- 
straining the North Georgia Electric 
Membership Corporation, a rural elec- 
trification co-operative, from purchas- 
ing and distributing T.V.A. power was 
over-ruled January 2 by 
Court Judge J. 
Marietta, Ga. 

The court held that the co-op is not 
subject to the “‘urisdiction, supervi- 
sion or control” of the Georgia Public 
Service Commission and is not en- 


Superior 


Harold Hawkins at 


gaged in illegal competition with the 
Georgia Power Company. 
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tion of the company for damages of 
$500,000 was also denied. 

On December 9 the membership 
corporation entered suit against the 


power company for damages of 
$1,000,000 and $50,000 attorney’s 
fees, charging unfair competition 


through the intimidation of potential 
members of the co-operative. This suit 
is still pending. 


T.V.A. to Appeal Injunction 


Tennessee Valley Authority on De- 
cember 30 formally appealed from 
the injunction issued against its further 
expansion by Judge John J. Gore of 
the U. S. District Court for Middle 
Tennessee. The appeal will be taken 
to the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
at Cincinnati. Review will be re- 
quested not only of the injunction 
order but also of Judge Gore’s rulings 
on the jurisdiction of his court. 


Ross Asked to Place Value 


on Puget Sound Properties 


A petition signed by 1,118 persons 
was filed with the Seattle City Coun- 
cil recently asking that J. D. Ross, 
superintendent of the City Lighting* 
Department, be instructed to set the 
price at which he values the proper- 
ties of the Puget Sound Power & 
Light Company. Mr. Ross has indi- 
cated his willingness to comply. The 
petition was filed by the Public 
Power Committee of Seattle. 





Associated Gas & Electric Plans 
Increase in Construction Budget 


Expenditures estimated well in excess of $17,622,895 spent last 
year — Earnings rise as gas and electric outputs hit record levels — 
Petitioning creditors move for dismissal of reorganization proceedings 


A substantial increase in construc- 
tion expenditures this year over 1936, 
to provide for increasing demand for 
service, is estimated by Associated 
Gas & Electric System. Estimated ex- 
penditures for this year are well in 
excess of the $17,622,895 spent in 
1936. The greatest increase in con- 
struction work will be in fuel-burning 
plants and transmission systems and 
substations. Expenditures for work 
in the northeastern section of the sys- 
tem will be almost double that of 
last year. 

Earnings of the system have shown 
steady improvement, with output of 
eas and electricity at record levels. 
The progressive appliance sales cam- 
paign will be continued this year as a 
load builder. 


Net earnings show gain 


Certified public accountants, desig- 
nated in the stipulation of October 26, 
1936, with creditors in the reorgani- 
zation proceedings under section 77-B 
of the bankruptcy act, recently ren- 
dered their final report to Federal 
Judge Julian W. Mack. The report 


showed net earnings and income of 





NEW CALROD UNIT—C. P. 


Kaufman & Fabry (Oo. 


Randolph, chief engineer Edison General 


Electric Appliance Company, Chicago, points out features of new Hot- 
point “Hi-Speed Calrod” unit to George A. Hughes, president, who is 
known as “the father of the electric range” 
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Associated Gas & Electric Company 
and its subsidiaries, including certain 
investments on a consolidated earn- 
ings power annual charge basis for 
the year ended September 30, 1936, 
of $6,524,889 in excess of the annual 
fixed interest charges on the fixed in- 
terest bearing debentures of the com- 
pany as well as its interest bearing 
scrip. 

Jack Lewis Kraus II, counsel for 
the petitioning creditors, stated that 
he has arrived at the conclusion that 
it will be in the best interests of the 
company and its security holders that 
the proceedings instituted for reor- 
ganization should be discontinued or 
dismissed, pursuant to the terms of 
the stipulation. “It is believed that 
the security holders will derive greater 
benefits from a voluntary disposition 
of these proceedings than from their 
further prosecution,” he said. Motion 
for dismissal is before Judge Mack. 

The United States Circuit Court of 
Appeals has reserved decision on an 
application to reverse District Judge 
Mandelbaum’s decision dismissing a 
petition to reorganize the National 
Public Service Corporation on the 
grounds that there was virtually noth- 
ing left to reorganize. Associated Gas 
& Electric interests have petitioned to 
reorganize the bankrupt former Insull 
utility unit. 


Increase Jersey Central holdings 


The principal holdings of National 
Public Service, securing its $20,000,- 
000 of debentures, is 712,411 common 
shares of Jersey Central Power & 
Light Company. Public Service Cor- 
poration of New Jersey has made a 
bid for the Jersey Central stock if 
put up at auction. Associated Gas 
interests have increased their holdings 
of National Public Service debentures 
more than $2,000,000 since November 
21. The present investment of Asso- 
ciated Gas interests now totals $12, 
737,000. Public Service of New Jer- 
sey, which owned $4,000,000 of the 
debentures, now owns less _ than 
$1,000,000, while General Electric 
Company owns $2,000,000, it was 


recently revealed in court. 
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Oregon Planning 
Equal Rates for Federal Power 


Report to Governor Martin says that such a national policy would 
destroy economic advantages of Pacific Northwest — Urges Congress 
to enact legislation for administration and operation of Bonneville 


A national policy of equal rates for 
all federal power plants throughout 
the nation, irrespective of actual gen- 
eration costs at different localities, 
would tend to destroy the economic 
advantage of hydro-electric power in 
the Pacific Northwest and stifle its 
further development by placing it on 
a parity with the more expensive 
power of other places, according to 
report of the Oregon State Planning 
Board. 

In a lengthy survey of the Bonne- 
ville power project and the recom- 
mended policies for the sale of the 
power to Gov. Charles H. Martin the 
board stated that “such a national 
policy would seriously penalize the 
region.” It was pointed out in the re- 
port that the natural advantages of the 
region should not be taken away 
merely because its resource is de- 
veloped by the federal government. 
“The basic principle of developing 
and using each natural resource most 
economically would be violated if an 
artificial rate restriction were placed 
on Bonneville power.” 

The board recommended that Con- 
gress enact at the earliest possible 
date the necessary legislation to de- 
termine the cost of the Bonneville 
project allocable to power; determina- 
tion of rates for sale of power and 
the making of contracts, and the de- 
termination of federai policies for 
operation and administration, includ- 
ing aggressive marketing and compre- 
hensive surveys of possible uses and 
market outlets for the power. 


Recommend farsighted program 


Establishment of rates for federal 
power projects in the Pacific North- 
west hicher than those determined by 
actual costs of generation and trans- 
mission would, in effect,| subsidize 
some areas at the expense of others, 
the report to Governor Martin stated. 

The report recommended that a far- 
sighted program should be adopted to 
balance regional growth by establish- 
ng manufacturing and processing in- 
dustries which would provide greatly 
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Board 


Against 


increased opportunities for employ- 
ment and an outlet for Bonneville 
power. 

It was also stated that if all the 
power generated at Bonneville were 
sold at wholesale under blanket rate 
schedules, whereby transmission 
charges were made the same at all 
points regardless of where delivered, 
the cost of energy near Bonneville 
would be higher than if rates were 
proportioned according to the distance 
transmitted. 

The report pointed out that Oregon’s 
population is now well supplied with 
electric service at low cost, compared 
to other states, and that the average 
cost to domestic consumers was second 
lowest of all states and only three- 
fifths of the national average. It was 
also stated that Oregon’s population 
not now served with electricity is small 
in number and widely scattered in 
location. 

“These facts show that there is no 
large potential demand from urban 
and rural domestic users in Oregon 








which in the near future could absorb 
any considerable part of Bonneville’s 
full generating capacity,” the report 
stated. “The capital outlay required 
for investment in electric appliances 
is the major factor restricting greater 
domestic use of electricity. The ex- 
perience of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, and others, shows that al- 
though domestic use would doubtless 
be increased by lowering rates, con- 
sumption can be immediately stimu- 
lated only to the point where the 
average monthly bill is not materially 
larger than that prevailing before the 
rate reductions. It is therefore not 
likely that domestic demands sufficient 
to absorb any great part of the total 
Bonneville output would soon arise 
from rate reductions induced by 
Bonneville’s low generating cost.” 


New Lines to Be Built 
by Washington Utility 
A construction program approxi- 
mating $1,250,000 is proposed for this 
year for the system of the Washington 
Water Power company, according to 
J. E. E. Royer, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of the electric service. 
“This program will be a continu- 
ance of our policy of building new 
transmission and distribution lines and 
substations, replacing older lines and 


General Electric Company 


ELECTRIC-WELDED DOME AND BARREL—What is believed to be the 
first pressure boiler ever made with welded barrel and dome, under U-68 
(class 1) rules of the A.S.M.E. code, has been completed by Farrar & 


Trefts, Inc., Buffalo. 


The barrel is 16 ft., 6 in long, 62% in. outside 


diameter and welded by Sheffield are process 
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substations and providing duplicate 
service and increased capacity to take 
care of the increasing needs of our 
customers,” Mr. Royer said. 

A major item in the program will 
be the construction of 50 miles of 
60,000-110,000-volt lines from Mos- 
cow to Orofino and the erection of a 
new substation at Orofino, to provide 
duplicate service and increased capac- 
ity to the entire Grangeville region. 

Among the transmission lines slated 
for replacement are those from Mag- 
nesite substation to Colville, Wilbur 
to Hartline and Diamond to St. John, 
while a new 60,000-volt line will be 
built from Hartline to Almira. New 
substations are scheduled for Spokane, 
Ceeur d’Alene and Almira. 

Included in the budget is $100,000 
for meters and metering equipment 
and funds for rural electrification. 


New Orleans Public Service to 


Install 37,500-Kva. Turbine 


Installation of a 37,500-kva. turbine 
and a boiler of the same capacity. 
along with all necessary steam and 
water piping, electric conduits, switch- 
board and other extension and addi- 
tions with a total planned expenditure 
of $2,800,000, is to start at the Market 
Street plant of New Orleans Public 
Service, Inc., as soon as City Council 
approves the plan. 

A. B. Patterson, president of the 
utility company, says that demands for 
electric service have increased to such 
an extent that the present capacity of 
the plant, the main cog in the local 
set-up, “will shortly be exceeded by 
the load to be served therefrom.” 


Boiler Contract Awarded 
by Philadelphia Electric 

The contract awarded the Combus- 
tion Company by the 
Philadelphia Electric Company calls 
for two direct-fired, pulverized fuel 
boilers to deliver 600,000 lb. of steam 
per hour at 1,250 lb. per square inch 
and 900 deg. F., according to P. H. 
Chase, chief engineer of Philadelphia 
Electric Company. 


Engineering 


The equipment is 
for installation in the Schuylkill sta- 
tion in conjunction with a 50,000-kw. 
topping turbine unit, Mr. Chase said. 

In the December 26 issue of ELkEc- 
TRICAL WORLD it was erroneously re- 
ported that the contract was for a 
large steam power unit for installa- 
tion in the main central station. 
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Ontario Power Commission Plans 
Development on Musquash River 


Consideration given to 10,000-Hp. site at Ragged Rapids to augment 
supply on Georgia Bay system—Additions to water-power brings total 
for Dominion to 7,945,590 Hp.—Growth in demand noted 


A development of a 10,000 horse- 
power site at Ragged Rapids on the 
Musquash River is being considered 
by the Ontario Hydro-Electric Com- 
mission, it was revealed in the annual 
review of hydro-electric progress in 
Canada. The report, released by the 
Hon. T. A. Crerar, Minister of Mines 
and Resources, states that the com- 
mission is giving consideration to 
such a development to augment the 
supply of its power on the Georgia 
Bay system. 

Although a comparatively small ad- 
dition was made to the total developed 
water-power capacity in the Dominion 
during 1936, the report stated, there 
were a number of developments ac- 
tively under construction which will 
add materially to the total in the next 
year or more. New installations dur- 
1936 aggregated 36,475 horse- 
power, bringing the total for the Do- 
minion at the end of the year to 
7,945,590 horsepower. 

The program of hydro-electric de- 
velopment throughout Canada during 
the past few years has been largely 
influenced by conditions brought 
about by the recession period 1930- 
1933, the report stated. Prior to 1930 
a number of major developments had 
been placed under construction with a 
view to keeping pace with the demand 
for power which had been growing 
steadily for some years. This growth 
ceased in 1930 
and was replaced by a recession which 
continued until April, 1933, when the 
demand again turned upward. 

The new installations in 1936 com- 
prised, chiefly, the report stated, addi- 
tions to existing developments such 
as the High Falls plant of the Mac- 
laren-Quebec Power Company on the 
Levre River, the Rat Rapids plant of 
the Ontario government on the Albany 
River at the outlet of Lake St. Joseph 
and the Ruth Falls plant of the Nova 
Scotia East 
River Sheet Harbour. Several small 
installations were also completed in 


ing 


in demand, however, 


Power Commission on 


British Columbia. 

In Saskatchewan the Churchill 
River Power Company is installing an 
additional 19,500 horsepower unit at 


its Island Falls plant. It is expected 
that the new unit will be placed in 
operation about the middle of this 
year. In Manitoba, the city of Win. 
nipeg has commenced the installation 
of a third unit, 12,500 horsepower, 
at its Slave Falls development which 
will be in operation next fall. 

The Great Lakes Power Company 
has contracted a dam and power house 
on the Montreal River which will be 
interconnected with its other plants at 
Sault Ste. Marie and Michipicoten 
Falls. The initial installation is to be 
10,000 horsepower and is expected to 
be in operation early this year. 

The only additional installation in 
Quebec, the report stated, was that of 
a fourth 30,000 horsepower unit at the 
Maclaren-Quebec Power Company’ 
hydro-electric plant on Lievre River al 
High Falls, bringing this development 
up to its full capacity of 120,000 
horsepower. 

e 


P.W.A. Cancels Power Plan 


Abandonment by the P.W.A. of th 
power project at Shelby, N. C.. for 
which it granted $132,300 on October 
10 to pay 45 per cent of the construc 
tion costs, has been announced. As 4 


substitute the P.W.A. has made a 
erant of $95.727 to the Board 


Education of Cleveland County. \. ©. 
for three new school buildings and 2 


: ~ 2319797 
gymnasium, estimated to cost $212./2: 


Fuel Engineers Sponsor Mee! 

Fuel engineers and sales executives 
of the companies affiliated with Ap 
palachian Coals, Inc., will meet ! 
Cincinnati on January 11 for the se 
enteenth engineers’ meeting sponsoret 
by the fuel engineering division © 
A.C.I. J. J. Brennan, research eng" 
neer Northern States Power Compat: 
Minneapolis, will present a paper © 
“The Fusibility of Coal Ash.” R. M. 
Hardgrove, research enginecr. Bal 
cock & Wilcox Company, Ne) York. 
will discuss “Grindability o! Coal. 
Other speakers will include Dr. Rei 
hardt Thiessen, research chemist Pit 


S. Bu: 


burgh Experiment Station, | 
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tionally known consulting ceramic of generating facilities is a definite in- 


engineer of Columbus, Ohio. for Generating Units dication that the efforts of local 

‘ officials to secure low rates are being 

" Loans for power plants follow com- backed by the federal loaning agency. 

al Million-Dollar Line plaints of sponsors of inability What constitutes a “reasonable” 

i inie North Wostnn to Big lepongaaal wholesale rate is a question that can- 

w . not be definitely answered, it is said. 

ed Electrical energy from the New Inability of local sponsors to negoti- To all queries R.E.A. replies that 

'" @ England Power Association system is ate “satisfactory” contracts for the much depends upon local conditions 

Us B now being transmitted into the north purchase of wholesale power has re- 4 the prevailing rate structure at 

M @ Boston suburban area from Tewks- sulted, in a number of recent cases, the particular location concerned. It 
on 


bury, Mass., over a single-circuit 300,-_ in the provision by the Rural Electrifi- i known, however, that Administrator 
: 000-cire.mil copper line operated at cation Administration of additional Morris L. Cooke has many times 
ich 110,000 volts, about 18 miles long, funds to construct generating plants. voiced his conviction that the utilities 
terminates at a new substation in Within the past two months more ‘Should supply newly opened rural 


MY B Melrose. Connections are made to the than $750,000 has been allotted for territories at approximate cost, de- 
usé BH Fastern Massachusetts Electric Com- such facilities in Iowa. Wisconsin, Pending upon the future development 
- pany system. Washington, California and Virginia. of the farm electrical load for ulti- 
i The new line is of the steel-tower Loans for power generation, as op- mate profits. 


, type with two overhead ground wires posed to distribution, have always 
) De r ead *.L° ° a. 
and represents an initial cost of about been within the province of R.E.A., 


$1,000,000 with its terminal equip- but have heretofore been avoided as Rural Electrification 
e ment. Two 25,000-kva. transformers an unnecessary complication, except Group Is Disbanded 


« 
| to 































































of re provided at Melrose, one a spare. for a few exceptional cases based on 
0 ’ ‘ . . e Tr ‘ r . . . . 
Frank D. Comerford declared that geographical isolation. The policy The Pennsylvania Joint Committee 
the ’ * ; I Saal ' 
ae for the first time energy from Fifteen- has been to encourage the purchase on Rural Electrification has disbanded 
oad Mile Falls and other Connecticut of power in wholesale lots from exist- and passed on to farm and electric 
iia River plants of the system is being ing sources, thus securing a depend- utility organizations its work of get- 
000 despatched directly to communities able supply and leaving the rural ting electric service for the  state’s 
north of Boston. He said that the — electrification officials free to concen- rural dwellers. In a statement after 
new construction became necessary as__ trate on the problems of distribution. _ its final meeting, concluding ten years 
aresult of steady growth in consump- Many complaints have been received of existence, the committee said that 
1 tion of electricity by the cities and from the field indicating that the rates it feels “the point has been reached 
the | towns of the North Shore and Mystic charged for wholesale service are where it is no longer necessary for its 
f Valley districts. Growth of electric higher than thought to be justifiable. work to continue.” The rural electri- 
see consumption has been accelerated in While there has been no official an- fication committee of the Pennsylvania 
tru: Mf Tecent months in the territory served by nouncement on the subject from Electric Association and the Pennsyl- 
\sa fm the system, Mr. Comerford declared. R.E.A. headquarters, the new tendency vania State Council of Agricultural 
le a Associations will take over its work. 
d Electric companies, farmers’ and 
/ . a ~ 
y. C.. Pe, NORTH — ! mimoLeton —¢ A “GENERATING p dairymen’s groups, the State Depart- 
1On . 
nd nag el , ee ea ment of Agriculture and the Pennsyl- 
=o" STATION \. MIDDLETON SUBSTATION MUNICIPAL \ ’ sa & Ee ll } d ativec 
mea a Ngee ue SUBSTATION vania State College had representatives 
ae \ ail . 
ra Ot ) i on the committee. Recently Governor 
\ ( / oo A a ] bay PEABODY Z / 
Tf, TF owontn Al 4 Earle charged that control of the com- 
Meet v ANDOVER teat ( mittee had passed into the hand of 
IN 
itive . Liven the electric utilities. As a result of 
, Ap the Governor’s attitude the Public 
= ~ . . . . . 
et a, Service Commission withdrew its rep- 
. 
' , 
> s Tae Saucus resentative. 
sort AG MELROSE, In disbanding the committee pointed 
wr “N . . 
on 0 ee ee ala — out that during the ten years of its 
, Be, TEwnssury \ RY a \e 22,000 Vor PONE ; veg 
an 2s ¢ > WILMINGTON | ee Nae existence utilities had spent $23,830,- 
y le ‘= 7 . . . 
pan \ wseene. Se ee) 000 in lines and that in 1936 a total 
/ -_ 5 - . ¢ 
yer Ol , a ot = MALDEN steam Sy co” of $3,692,000 was spent to build 2,600 
‘ \l F a ™ en ee ND F a 
R. \ BILLERICA | “Ne: miles of line to serve 15,600 new cus- 
\ WOGURN SUBSTAT “—- Vie : 
Bal \ CDISON ELecTaIc ala tomers, of which 6,170 were farms. 
rd \ MLUMINATING CO OF a ° 
Yort. eit Pe In 1927 there were 19,600 farms in 
Coal. \ I< the state with city service. At present 
Ee ‘ ‘ 
Rei a there are 12,710 miles of rural lines, 
Pitts , serving 129,800 rural customers, an 
° By MILLION-DOLLAR LINE—Map showing the route of the new 110,000- . = 2 is 
} volt, single-circuit, steel-tower transmission line from the Tewksbury sub- aggregate of about 54,000 farms now 
Station to the Melrose substation to serve the north Boston suburban area receiving electric service. 
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Standard Gas Budget 
Placed at $33,470,000 


Operating companies in the Stand- 
ard Gas & Electric Company system 
will spend approximately $33,470,000 
on new construction this year, based 
on preliminary estimates, according to 
Bernard W. Lynch, president. Mr. 
Lynch said that this amount includes 
expenditures of $6,784,000 to com- 
plete construction work on projects 
now in progress. 

It is estimated that of the proposed 
budget of $33,470,000, the actual 
amount estimated, $28,932,000 will be 
expended this year and $4,538,000 will 
be for projects which will not be com- 
pleted until next year. The total pro- 
posed for the electric department is 
$23,055,000 and $10,415,000 for gas, 
transportation, telephone, heating and 
other departments. 

““Misunderstanding has been the real 
basis of most of the criticism of the 
utility industry,” Mr. Lynch said. “We 
cannot progress very far nor increase 
our usefulness very much without re- 
moving all misunderstanding. The in- 
dustry must by its works and deeds so 
interpret itself to the public that it 
will be accepted both as a friend and 
a servant.” 


San Antonio Utility 
Spend $1,400,000 


Estimates of the San Antonio Public 
Service Company for this year call for 
expenditures totaling $1,400,000 in 
new construction and extensions, ac- 
cording to Chester N. Chubb, presi- 
dent. This represents an increase of 
$500,000 over expenditures of this na- 
ture last year, he said. 

“During 1936 the company extended 
its electric pole lines 120 miles, con- 
structed 2,100 electric services and 
added 4,500 meters,” Mr. Chubb said. 
“These extensions and additions were 
required by the growth and develop- 
ment of San Antonio. The gas de- 
partment laid 11 miles of new mains, 
added 2,000 meters and installed 1,200 
services to the main distribution sys- 
tem. The transportation division pur- 
chased, and added to the service, 30 
new buses.” 

The San Antonio 
Company now serves approximately 
71,000 electricity consumers in San 
Antonio and in surrounding territory. 


Public Service 
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The company provides gas for ap- 
proximately 51,000 customers. During 
the year approximately 18,000,000 
paying passengers were carried by 
buses. 


Court Orders Hydro 


to File Power Plea 


Justice W. T. Middleton has di- 
rected the Ontario Hydro-Electric 
Commission to set down its appeal 
against a judgment favoring the Ot- 
tawa Valley Power Company for 
hearing by the Privy Council this 
month. The order was made after 
W. N. Tilley, K.C., counsel for the 
Ottawa Valley company, said an 
agreement between the contending 
parties to expedite the appeal to the 
highest court was not being carried 
out by the Hydro commission. 

By a three-to-two decision several 
weeks ago the Ontario appeal court 
held that the Power Commission Act, 
1935, under which Hydro contracts 
with the Ottawa Valley company were 
canceled by the Ontario government, 
was beyond the powers of the legisla- 
ture. 

The Ottawa Valley utility issued a 
writ this week claiming a total of 
$1,483,239 for power held available 
by the company for the Hydro com- 
mission under a contract dated Janu- 


ary 15, 1930. 








American 
meeting, 
D. <h. 

F eiker, executive secretary, 744 Jackson 


Engineering Council—Annual 
Mayflower Hotel, Washington, 
January 14-16. "Frederick M. 


Place, 


American Institute of Electrical Engi- 
neers—W inter convention, New York, 
N. Y., January 25-29. H. H. Henline, 
national secretary, 33 West 39th Street, 
New York, : 


Washington, D. C. 


Electric Metering Conference—Deshler 
Wallick Hotel, Columbus, Ohio, Feb- 
ruary 910. J. N. Schwartz, Colum- 


bus Railway, Power & Light Company, 


Columbus, Ohio. 


National Electrical Manufacturers Asso- 


ciation—Midwinter meeting, Waldorf- 
Astoria Hotel, New York, February 
14-18. W. J. Donald, managing direc- 


tor, 155 East 44th Street, New York. 


National Oil Burner and Air Conditioning 
Exposition—Philadelphia, Pa., March 
15-19. C. F. Curtin, exposition manager, 
Oil Burner Institute, 30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, New York, N. Y. 








San Francisco Voters 
To. pass on Bond Issue 


A proposal for an amendment to 
the charter providing for the issuance 
of $50,000,000 of revenue bonds to 
finance municipal distribution of elec- 
tricity is to be submitted to voters of 
San Francisco on February 16, ac- 
cording to announcement of the Board 
of Supervisors. 

The proposal provides for the pur- 
chase of the distribution system of the 
Pacific Gas & Electric Company for 
$39,700,000, the construction of a 
Red Mountain generating plant at a 
cost of $1,125,000 and the purchase 
from Pacific Gas & Electric Company 
of certain transmission and stepdown 
services. 

Federal Judge Michael J. Roche in 
San Francisco has denied the Pacific 
Gas & Electric Company’s plea for an 
injunction prohibiting the sale of the 
Sacramento Municipal Utility Dis- 
trict’s $12,000,000 power bond issue. 
This decision affirmed a decision of 
the superior court in Sacramento 


handed down last May. 


Low Farm Income Bars 
Rural Electrification 


Economic conditions of Arkansas 
farmers were seen as the reason why 
they have been slow in taking advant- 
age of rural electrification opportuni- 
ties by T. G. Seal, member of the 
Arkansas Utilities Commission. Mr. 
Seal’s statement was in reply to a re- 
port of Morris L. Cooke, R.E.A. Ad- 
ministrator, in which it was stated 
that Arkansas ranks next to the lowest 
in the 48 states in rural electrification 
because of high rates charged by the 
utility companies. 

Mr. Cook’s criticism was based on 4 
report submitted by H. Zinder, of the 
R.E.A. staff, after spending some time 
in Arkansas studying the situation and 
encouraging farmers to make use of 
more than $1,000,000 which has been 
set aside by R.E.A. to be loaned to 
farmers at low interest rate to finance 
the construction of rural electric lines. 
None of the money has been used. 

Mr. Seal said that the income from 
too many of the farms will not justify 
the farmers making use of the e = 
service and indicated that the 
nomic situation rather than high a 
have held the construction of rural 
lines to a minimum. 
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Output Records Second Holiday Week 
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During the second holiday week, 
the one ended January 2, the output 
of energy by electric light and power 
plants declined slightly compared 
with the final week of December to 
2,069,266,000 kw.-hr., according to the 
Edison Electric Institute. This is an 
increase of 11.6 per cent over the 


week of January 4, 1936, and of 24 


| |1936| 
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per cent over the week of January 5, 
1935. Usually the week embracing 
New Year’s Day registers a small in- 


Weekly Output, Millions of Kw.-Hr. 


1937 1936 1935 
Jan. 2,....2,069 Jan. 4....1,855 Jan. 5 1,669 
1936 1935 1934 
Dec. 26..2,081 Dec. 28..1,847 Dec. 29..1,650 
Dec. 19..2,275 Dec. 21..2,002 Dec. 22..1,788 
Dec. 12..2,278 Dec. 14..1,983 Dec. 15..1,767 
Dec. 5..2,244 Dec. 7..1,970 Dec. 8..1,743 
Nov. 28..2,134 Nov. 30..1,877 Dec. 1..1,684 


—e ee ee ee 





crease over the preceding one. The 
contrary movement this year may be 
attributable to an extension of the 
holiday through the week-end in in- 
dustrial plants, combined with a nor- 
mal decrease in the lighting load. 

Percentage changes by geographic 
regions are not available. The usual 
table is therefore omitted. 





November Output 
Gains 13 per Cent 


Energy generated by public utility 
plants continues to show large gains 
over the preceding year, according to 
monthly statistics reported by the Fed- 
eral Power Commission. Production 
in November was 9,790,730,000 kw.- 
hr., or 13 per cent more than in the 
corresponding month of 1935. This 
rate of increase was somewhat smaller 
than in other recent months—15 per 
cent in October and 18 in September 
—but it was fully up to the average 
for the year. The average daily out- 
put was slightly (0.3 per cent) less 
than in October. Water power ac- 
counted for 35 per cent of the output. 

The quantities announced are pre- 
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liminary and are subject to revision. 
They are based on the operations of 
all public utilities including railway 
and other plants as well as central 
stations. Regional quantities for No- 
vember and changes in October and 
November compared with 1935 are 
shown in the table. 





Energy Output, Public Utility Plants, 
November, 1936 





Output, November _ Increase over 1935 

Region (Millions of Kw.-Hr.) (Per Cent) 
ydro Fuel Total Nov. Oct. 
United States... 3,380 6,411 9,791 +13 +15 


New England... 277 383 660 +8 + 8 
Mid. Atlantic 679 1,901 2,580 +13 +15 
E. No. Central 189 2,142 2,331 +15 +13 
W. No. Central. 122 488 610 + 3 +19 
South Atlantic. . 613 568 1,181 +15 +19 
E. So. Central. . 336 110 446 +24 +30 
W. So. Central 17 454 471 +13 +17 
Mountain....... 281 111 392 +34 +23 
PUD caiavevas 866 254 =1,120 + 4 + 9 





E.H.F.A. Closes Contracts 


Electric Home and Farm Authority 
has closed contracts with the city of 
Florence, Ala., which owns and ope- 
rates the local municipal utility. Con- 
tracts have also been closed with the 
Farmers Rural Utilities, Inc., Bowling 
Green, Va., and the Richland Co- 
operative Electric Association, Rich- 
land Center, Wis. 


Cooke to Speak in Maryland 
Morris L. Cooke, R.E.A. Adminis- 


trator, will speak at the annual meet- 
ing of the Maryland Farm Bureau 
Federation, to be held in Baltimore 
from January 12 to 15. He will dis- 
cuss the progress made in extending 
electricity to the farms. 
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POWER AT BOULDER DAM—These switches, weighing 30,000 Ib., are the 
“haby brothers” of the world’s largest switches, 55,000 lb. each, installed at the 
giant power project on the Colorado River. They were designed and built by 
Bowie Switch Company in San Francisco. a ge 
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Acme 
LIGHTS FAIL IN NEWARK, N. J.—Electricians are shown as they worked 
hurriedly on a temporary transformer of Public Service Gas & Electric Company, 
to enable power from other cities to be sent over wires to Newark, which 
suffered several hours of enforced darkness December 28, when a short circuit 
set fire to the circuit breaker and switches at the Essex generating plant. 


YING ELECTRICAL FRON- 
Moder’ transportation fails to 
with More primitive types in 
the tugged territory served 
southem Sierras Power Com- 
Transp@rting poles for a new 
ension |in the mountains near ‘ 


N THE HEART OF NEW 
ry—N wht scene of Cen- 
lookingjsouth showing the 
g¢ the vgnding paths of the 
park, ith towering sky- 
asting Peams from thou- 
windows 





ODERN STREET LIGHTS—Forty- 
me unidle street lighting standards 
nstalled) by th National Cash 
Register| Company in front of its 
south Main street plant at Dayton, 
yhio. © upper part of the unit, 
neluding the initials NCR, is made 

alum®um and was cast in the 
mpanye own foundry. The mer- 


ees Pate » 8 
iry Val gives them an efficiency 
750 Watts, 
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United Engineers Promotes 
Howland to Vice-Presidency 


R. B. Howland has been elected 
vice-president and a director of United 
Engineers & Constructors Inc., Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 

Following graduation from Purdue 





University in 1910, Mr. Howland 
joined the Stone & Webster organiza- 
tion and was assigned to hydro-electric 
construction near Seattle. In 1912 he 
was transferred to Keokuk, Iowa, 
where he became general superintend- 
ent of the Mississippi River Power 
Company in 1919. 

In the fall of 1919 Mr. Howland 
became associated with Dwight P. 
Robinson & Company in New York 
und during a period of nine years 
participated in the engineering and 
construction activities of that organ- 
ization. 

When in 1929 Dwight P. Robinson 
& Company was merged with three 
other nationally known engineering 
organizations to form United Engi- 
eers & Constructors Inc., Mr. How- 
ind became assistant to the president 
and has held that position up to the 
present time. 
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PDr. Fayerte S. WARNER has been 
appointed acting regional director of 
the Federal Power Commission’s re- 
cently opened regional office in Chi- 
cago. Dr. Warner has been a staff 
member of the commission for more 
than three years. 


> A. L. Reynops, formerly vice-pres- 
ident and general manager of the Mi- 
ami Beach Railroad Company, has 
been appointed head of the personnel 
department recently organized by the 
Florida Power & Light Company. 


PANnpREW W. Cruse, formerly chief 
of the electrical division, Department 
of Commerce, has resigned to become 
assistant chief engineer of the Federal 
Communications Commission. Wil- 
liam C. Becker is acting chief of the 
electrical division. 


PEpwarp W. BursBank, Dallas district 
manager of Allis-Chalmers Manufac- 
turing Company, has been recently 
elected to the office of manager on 
council of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers. Mr. Burbank 
is a graduate of Tulane University, 
Class of 1911, in mechanical and elec- 
trical engineering, and is also a mem- 
ber of American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers. 


>THomas H. Jupp has been appointed 
manager of the newly created trans- 
portation department of the Washing- 
ton Water Power Company, Spokane. 
Mr. Judd will have supervision over 
the 150 trucks and passenger cars 
throughout the company’s system. He 
joined the Washington Water Power 
Company 10 years ago as resident en- 
gineer on the Chelan Power Project 
and has lately been supervising the 
several water systems which the com- 
pany operates. 


Matthews Corporation Makes 
M. C. Cooley Vice-President 


At a recent meeting of the board 
of directors of the W. N. Matthews 
Corporation, St. Louis, M. C. Cooley 
was elected a_ vice-president. Mr. 
Cooley is secretary of the corporation 





and will continue to perform the 
duties of this office in addition to as- 
suming the responsibilities of his new 
executive position. 

Mr. Cooley joined W. N. Matthews 
and Brother Incorporated (the prede- 
cessor of W. N. Matthews Corpora- 
tion) in 1912 in the capacity of office 
boy. Excepting for two years in the 
Signal Corps of the U. S. Army in 
this country and in France during the 
World War, Mr. Cooley has been con- 
tinuously with the corporation or its 
predecessor. 

e 
> STEPHEN C. Buntinc, who has been 
resident manager for some years at 
Gloversville, N. Y., for the New York 
Power & Light Corporation, has been 
appointed head of the company’s engi- 
neering division with headquarters at 
Albany, N. Y. Orman H. Mann, for- 


merly manager at Cobleskill, has 
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> C. F. Boies, after thirteen years’ 
experience with the Public Service 
Electric & Gas Company, Newark, N. 
J., in the design and construction of 
outdoor switching and substations, has 
joined the New York office of the 
Delta-Star Electric Company in the 
capacity of sales engineer. 


Carrol R. Phenicie Honored 
at Testimonial Dinner 


Carrol R. Phenicie, vice-president, 
Wisconsin Public Service Corporation, 
Green Bay, was honored at a testimo- 
nial dinner tendered him by officials 
and executives of the corporation on 
December 15. 

The dinner, planned as a surprise 
on the twenty-fifth anniversary of Mr. 
Phenicie’s association with the com- 
pany, was attended by fifty executives 
from the corporation’s territory. 

Utility leaders in the middle west, 
associates, friends and employee 
groups paid tribute to Mr. Phenicie 
by telegram and letter. These greet- 
ings were bound in a silver book, 
which also included a signed testi- 
monial from his associates attending 
the dinner, and was presented to Mr. 
Phenicie at the dinner. 

Later in the evening the men at- 
tended an employee meeting at which 








J. P. Pulliam (left), president Wis- 
consin Public Service 
congratulates C. R. 
president, on_ his 


Corporation, 
Phenicie, vice- 
completion of 
twenty-five years service 


475 men and women from the Green 
Bay division were present. At this 
meeting twenty-seven veteran employ- 
ees with service records varying from 
twenty-five to forty-one years were 
honored. 

Mr. Phenicie’s utility record dates 
back to 1901 and his association with 
Wisconsin Public Service to 1911. 
During the twenty-five years he has 
been at Green Bay he has successfully 
filled the position of superintendent, 
general manager and _ vice-president. 


NEW G.E. VICE-PRESIDENTS 


presidents 


directors 


to right: 
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Five new commercial vice- 
have been 
elected by the board of 
of the 
Electric Company 
TRICAL WorLpD, January 2, 
page 126). They are, left 
M. O. Troy, 
Schenectady; L. T. Blais- 
dell, Dallas; E. H. Ginn, 
Atlanta; A. L. Jones, Den- 


Boston. 





General 
(ELEc- 


S. Knight, 
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He is a past president of the Wiscon- 
sin Utilities Association and has been 
a member of several national com- 
mittees. His work in public relations 
has marked him as a leader in the 
utility industry. 


> ApraHaM C. WEBBER has been ap- 
pointed by Governor Curley chair- 
man of the Massachusetts Public Util- 
ities Commission. Mr. Webber’s ap- 
pointment followed his resignation 
from the State Board of Tax Appeals. 
John J. Murray, formerly commission 
chairman, has been appointed chair- 
man of the Board of Tax Appeals. 


OBITUARY 


> THomas S. WHEELWRIGHT, 72, 
president of the Old Dominion Iron 
& Steel Corporation and formerly 
president of the Virginia Railway & 
Power Company, died December 31. 
Mr. Wheelwright attended college and 
was particularly proud of the fact that 
he had entered business as a stenogra- 
pher. In fact, he served in a secre- 
tarial capacity to the late Frank J. 
Sprague during the time Mr. Sprague 
was installing the now historic trolley 
line in Richmond. From 1891 to 1904 
Mr. Wheelwright was president of the 
Gray Electric Company of Chicago. 
He was vice-president and general 
manager of the Old Dominion Iron & 
Steel Works, Inc., Richmond, Va., 
from 1904 to 1912, and while serving 
in this post was prevailed upon by 
Frank J. Gould, who then controlled 
that company and the Virginia Elec- 
tric & Power Company, to become 
president of the power company. 
With the sale of the Richmond utility 
to the Stone & Webster interests in 
1925, Mr. Wheelwright was succeeded 
as president by Luke P. Bradley, but 
he continued as a director until his 


death. 


> FRANK F. JOHNSON, chairman of the 
board of the Idaho Power Company, 
died at Boise, January 4, in his sev- 
enty-fifth year. Banker and cattle 
rancher, Mr. Johnson was one of the 
founders of the Idaho Power Com- 
pany, serving as president from its 
organization in 1916 until 1932, when 
he resigned, but continued as chair- 
man of the board. He was a di- 
rector of the Salmon River Power & 
Light Company and the Nevada 
Power Company. 
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Merrick Sees Upturn 
in Equipment Orders 


Every indication that the momentum 
of the industrial recovery urge last 
year points to further improvement 
this year is the opinion of F. A. Mer- 
rick, president of Westinghouse Elec- 
tric & Manufacturing Company. Mr. 
Merrick pointed out that the funda- 
mental danger in the movement is that 
progress in industry will be prevented 
by a general acceptance of the suppo- 
sition that there is no limit to extra 
disbursements which industry can 
carry without raising prices, or that, 
on the other hand, there will be disre- 
gard of the indisputable effect of high 
prices in curtailing output and em- 
ployment. 

“If these deterrent fallacies are sen- 
sibly avoided,” Mr. Merrick said, “the 
gain in operations in the heavier in- 
dustries, manifest in the last few 
months of last year, will doubtless 
carry over into this year, with promise 
of being the most prominent helpful 
influence.” 

It was pointed out by Mr. Merrick 
that in the electrical field there is a 
decided upturn in requirements for 
prime movers and heavier lines of ap- 
paratus for generating, distributing 
and using electricity. Prospects are 
good for a continuance of this demand. 


Reward for Lost Socket 


An offer of $50 reward for the re- 
turn of its two-millionth type S meter 
socket is being made by Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Company. 
The company states that the records 
listing the destination of this socket, 
manufactured by the meter division 
of the company in Newark, N. J., have 
been misplaced and this particular 
socket is being sought. 
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It was stated by the company that 
the particular socket has a_ special 
identification mark on it so that it can 
be easily identified. To any one locat- 
ing this meter socket into which any 
residence detachable watt-hour 
meter would fit, the company stated, 
Westinghouse will pay $50 if it is 
returned to the company s meter works. 


type 


Allis-Chalmers Announces 


$1,000,000 Wage Increase 
Max W. Babb, president of the Al- 


lis-Chalmers Manufacturing Company, 
has announced that for 1937 regular 
wages would be increased 3 cents an 
hour and piece work rates 5 per cent, 
while night workers would receive an 
The in- 
crease amounts to more than $1.000.- 
OOO. 


additional 2 cents an hour. 





Trade Commission 
Bans Uniform Prices 


National Electrical Manufacturers 
Association and sixteen member man- 
ufacturers of power cable and wire 
have been served by the Federal Trade 
Commission with an order to 
and desist from certain unfair trade 
practices held to have been performed 
under an illegal agreement, combina- 
tion or conspiracy. The practices pro- 
hibited, the commission said, included. 
principally, the maintenance of uni- 
form selling prices. 

The commission stated that all ma- 
terial facts alleged in the commission’ s 
amended complaint were admitted by 
the respondents to be true and _ the 
findings in the case are a paraphrase 
of the admitted allegations. “The re- 
spondent manufacturers 


cease 


admittedly 
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gan Smith Com- 
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had an understanding and agreement 
that no customer should be allowed 
to purchase except on a delivered price 
basis,” the commission said. “Findings 
are that some of the agreements, un- 
derstandings and policies had admit- 
tedly been in effect since 1929 or 
longer, and that the association, as 
code authority, under the National 
Industrial Recovery Act, used and ap- 
plied various code provisions to sup- 
port and reinforce its agreements, 
understandings and policies.” 


Condit Now a Unit 
of Allis-Chalmers 


After five years as a wholly owned 
subsidiary of the Allis-Chalmers Man- 
ufacturing Company, the Condit Elec- 
trical Manufacturing Corporation has 
now been merged into the parent com- 
pany. The plant in Boston will be 
known as the Condit Works of Allis- 
Chalmers and will continue to special- 
ize in the manufacture of switchgear 
products as a division of the electrical 
department under R. S. Fleshiem, 
manager. 

At Hyde Park George A. Burnham 
becomes assistant manager of the elec- 
trical department in charge of sales 
and engineering of the switchgear di- 
vision. The works organization will 
be under the direction of Frank W. 
Young, works manager. 


Schwartz Predicts 
Good Appliance Year 


In a recent interview to discuss 
business prospects for 1937, Walter 
Schwartz, Jr., vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of Proctor & 
Schwartz Eleciric Company, Philadel- 
phia, stated: 

“We are very optimistic about busi- 
ness conditions in 1937. In the first 
place we feel that general business 
will improve throughout the coming 
vear, and that the electrical appliance 
field will reflect this by a better than 
iverage pick-up. 


sales 





New York Metal Prices 
Dec. 29, 1936 Jan. 6, 1937 


Cents per Cents per 

Pound Pound 

( es gr electrolytic. ..... 11.625* 12.00% 
Lead Am. 8. & R. priee. 6.00 6.00 
AU: sioncdcxesne 13.25 14.00 
Nickel ingot........0..0- 35.00 35.00 
Oy ee 5.825 5.80 
Ith UNS ca sckssecasee 52.25 51.00 

Aluminum, 99 per cent.. 19—20 19—20 


* Delivered Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Orders for electrical equipment are being placed in good volume. 
Reports from the field to ELtectricaL Wortp indicate that utility 
purchases predominate. Production of electric energy for the week 
ended January 2, according to the report issued by the Edison Elec- 
tric Institute, amounted to 2,069,266,000 kw.-hr., representing an 
increase of 11.6 per cent over the corresponding week of 1936. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Orders for electrical equipment were re- 
ceived in good volume in this district during 
the last week of 1936, including six 400-hp. 
motors for pumping service in connection 
with the construction of a large reservoir 
and dam in Massachusetts. According to 
one sales manager of a well-known manu- 
facturing company motor orders are coming 
in at a steady pace. Heavy electrical ma- 
chinery is under negotiation; New Hamp- 
shire Public Service Company has bought 
two new boilers, and is negotiating for a 
20,000-kw. steam turbo-generator for instal- 
lation in 1938. A paper mill in northern 
New England is considering the purchase of 
a 300-kw. turbo-generator. 

Switch and control apparatus sales are re- 
corded at an encouraging increase over the 
volume for 1935. One manufacturer notes 
that the demand for industrial safety 
switches rated from 200 amp. up doubled 
his sales as compared with the previous 
year. Single panelboard sales were heavy. 
Inquiries now point to a continuance of buy- 
ing. Central station supplies were spotty 
during the past week. Insulator sales for 
replacements were the mainstay of one dis- 
tributor; some inquiries for line hardware 
were recently received. U. S. government 
buying for delivery in this district is quite 
active; more than 50,000 ft. of No. 14 
R.C.-SB copper wire will be bought, and in 
addition a good amount of tape and rigid 
conduit for general supply. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Electrical business decreases along the 
Pacific Coast during November and early 
December, ranging from 5 per cent in 
southern California to 20 per cent in Wash- 


ington, indicate the effect of various marine 


and warehouse strikes. Holiday business, 
however, was surprisingly good and _ the 
year closed with a 25 per cent electrical 


sales volume increase ; 


Francisco 


1935 in San 
cent around Los 
Portland and Salt 
and 50 per cent in 


over 
area, 30 per 
Angeles, 35 per cent in 
Lake City districts 
Pacific Northwest. 
Power company items predominate in cur- 
rent news with many purchases, extensions 
and rate reductions. Southern California 
Edison Company is in the market for 
sround wire and insulators for a 240-mile 


transmission line from Boulder Dam _ to 
Chino. The city of Burbank is buying 


$5,000 worth of poles, $1,500 of crossarms 
and $9,000 of transformers. Washington 
Water Power Company proposes to spend 
$1,250,000 during 1937 principally for a 50- 
mile, 60,000 to 110,000-volt line in Granger- 
ville district and considerably 
and rural electrification. 

The PWA allotment for Winnemucca wa- 
ter and power system is held up pending 
retrial of case ordered by Supreme Court. 
The city of Lodi case has been abandoned 
due to the municipality’s decision not to 
construct its own plant. The city of Fresno 
will vote on February 25 on question of ac- 
quiring San Joaquin company’s local plant 


remetering 


and system for $3,000,000. Price advances 
covering all copper wires and pole-line hard- 
ware produced considerable advance order- 
ing in last week of December, and this fact, 
and also because of annual inventories and 
sales conference of electrical wholesalers 
during early January, will reduce the sales 
volume until mid-month. In general, dealers 
were wary over reordering appliances and 
apparently no large stocks block the way for 
good appliance business. 


CHICAGO 


More millions were poured into heavy in- 
dustry the last week of the year, augment- 
ing the large sums expended during 1936 to 
rehabilitate plants and equipment and to ex- 
pand facilities. Six Western railroads added 
to the huge total of orders placed for equip- 
ment. Despite the plague of strikes af- 
fecting the automobile industry, local steel 
mills are working close to capacity. Many 
industrials are adding to their personnel. 
Car loadings resisted seasonal decline and 
the drop in power production was less than 
that usually experienced for the week. A 
large volume of replacement orders has been 
necessary to fill retail and wholesale shelves, 
which were well emptied by holiday buyers. 

A high level of activity continues to pre- 
vail among the various electrical groups. 
Utility purchases for capital account are 
steadily rising, with several large projects 
for expansion of facilities being negotiated. 
Statistics compiled by the electric associa- 
tion show 65 per cent of the manufacturers 
reporting an increase in sales over the pre- 
vious month, while 94 per cent show a gain 
over a year ago. Electrical wholesalers re- 
port an increase of 51 per cent in sales over 
November, 1935. 
per cent. 

Activity in lighting and wiring is becom- 
ing steadily greater. One large department 
store will revise its entire lighting system as 
part of a $2,500,000 modernization program. 
4 substantial gain is noted for industrial 
lighting installations. Contractors report 
favorable gains as a result of the improve- 
ment in construction. 

NEW YORK 

Manufacturers and distributors of elec- 
trical appliances are looking forward to in- 
creased activity this year as the Christmas 
holiday trade revealed record sales. Inven- 
tories of distributors in many instances were 
low at the year end after meeting the de- 
mands from retail outlets. Appliance manu- 
facturers expect an even greater volume of 
business than last year, with ranges and 
water heaters leading. Department stores re- 
port record sales of appliances in Decem- 
ber for the holiday trade, the smaller ap- 
pliances being the feature. With signs of 
an increase in building activity in this sec- 
tion electrical contractors report the outlook 
for future business has greatly improved. 
Many concerns are inspecting present elec- 
trical machinery with the prospect of in- 
stalling more efficient and modern equip- 
ment. 
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Stocks of electric light and power companies rallied briskly this week. 
Gains were recorded all along the list. “Electrical World”? index, 39.1; 
last week, 37.3 


S.E.C. Grants Bank 
Plea; Other Rulings 


Consolidation of public utilities 
serving Marion and other points in 
Ohio through an affiliate of the Manu- 
facturers Trust Company of New 
York is to be brought about through 
financing approved this week by 
S.E.C. under the holding company 
provisions of the Public Utility Act. 

The commission approved an appli- 
cation of the Utility Service Com- 
pany, an affiliate of Manufacturers 
Trust, for authority to acquire 8,900 
shares of $5 preferred stock and 20,- 
000 shares of common stock, both of 
no par value, to be issued by the 
Marion-Reserve Power Company, a 
public utility company to be organ- 
ized under Ohio laws. The applicant 
and the Manufacturers Trust have 
filed a joint application for exemp- 
tion from the Public Utility Law. 

The merger will unite the Reserve 
Power & Light Company, the Colum- 
bus, Delaware & Marion Electric 
Company, Morrow Public Service 
Company and the Mount Gilead 
Water, Light, Heat & Power Company, 
all in Ohio. 


New Offerings Filed 


New security issues of electric light 
and power companies registered with 
the S.E.C. are as follows: 


Broad River Power Company, $6,000,000 
bonds, 444s, 1966. 


Southern California Public Service Com- 
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pany, subsidiary of American States Public 
Service Co., $3,400,000 bonds, 4l4s, 1960. 

The commission granted the appli- 
cation of the Indiana Southwestern Gas 
& Utilities Corporation for an order 
declaring that it has ceased to be a 
holding company. 

Exemption from the Public Utility Hold- 
ing Company Act has been granted to Green 
Mountain Power Corporation in connection 
with the issue of 121 shares of common 
stock, total stated value $7,408.02, to be 
used in acquiring from its parent, New Eng- 
land Power Association, a registered holding 
company, the outstanding capital stock of 
Stamford Light, Heat & Power Company. 

Public offering was made of $26,834,000 
of Ohio Edison Company 334 per cent first 
mortgage bonds, due January 1, 1972, at 103 
per cent and accrued interest. Proceeds 
are to be used to redeem on February 1, 
1937, at 105 a total of $26,834,500 of 5 per 
cent bonds, due 1960. 


New England Power 
Simplifies Set-Up 


Another important step leading to 
simplification of its general corporate 
structure is being made by the New 
England Power Association with the 
filing by its affiliated sub-holding com- 
pany, Massachusetts Utilities Asso- 
ciates, of an application to the Se- 
curities and Exchange Commission for 
approval of an exchange of securities 
with New England Gas & Electric As- 
sociation. A corresponding applica- 
tion was filed in behalf of New 
England Gas & Electric Association. 

If the exchange plan is approved, 
Massachusetts Utilities Associates will 
receive important blocks of minority 
stock in various of its subsidiaries 


which will bring its total control to 
95 per cent or more of their respec- 
tive outstanding stocks. 

In exchange Massachusetts Utilities 
Associates is to turn over to New Eng- 
land Gas & Electric Association its 
controlling interest in Plymouth Gas 
Light Company and Plymouth County 
Electric Company. The move is to 
consolidate and eliminate unnecessary 
intermediary concerns, it was said. 


Consumers Power Co. Issues 


547,788 Preferred Shares 


As a step in one of the largest pub- 
lic utility preferred stock refunding 
operations carried out in recent years, 
public offering was made this week 
of 547,788 shares of Consumers Pow- 
er Company $4.50 preferred stock at 
a price of $100.50 per share. 

Net proceeds, together with treas- 
ury funds, will be used by the com- 
pany to effect retirement of the 519,919 
outstanding shares of 6 per cent, 6.6 
per cent and 7 per cent preferred 
stock at not exceeding the redemption 
price of $105 per share. 


Utilities Announce 
Dividend Payments 


The following dividend announce- 
ments have recently been made by 
electric light and power companies: 


Commonwealth Edison, quarterly dividend 
of $1.25 a share. During 1936 company 
paid quarterly $1, with an extra of a simi- 
lar amount on December 17, 

Southern California Edison, regular divi- 
dend of 3744 cents per share and a special 
dividend of 1214 cents per share on com- 
mon, both payable February 15 to stock- 
holders of record January 20. Since by its 
terms the original preferred stock partici- 
pates in the highest dividend paid on any 
other class of stock, the board also declared 
a special dividend of 12%4 cents per share 
on the original preferred stock, payable 
April 15 to stockholders of record March 
20, 1937. 

Indianapolis Power & Light Company has 
given employees a 5 per cent bonus, total- 
ing approximately $85,000. 

Approximately $68,800 has been distrib- 
uted to employees of the Kentucky Utilities 
Company, Lexington Utilities Company, Ken- 
tucky Power & Light Company, Old Do 
minion Power Company and associated com- 
panies. This distribution represents one-hal! 
of the investments made by employees of 
these companies in Associated Employees 
Investments, a holding company established 
in 1930 under supervision of Middle West 
Utilities Company and whose assets were 
wiped out during the depression period. 

Employees of the Ohio Power Company 
in northwestern Ohio were recently given 
bonus checks of one week’s pay with a $50 
maximum. More than 400 persons received 
the bonus. 


ELECTRICAL WORLD + JANUARY 9, 1937 





ee —— oe 














EQUIPMENT 








Pontalite 


PonTaALitE—Ability of “Pontalite,’ a new 
crystal clear plastic, to transmit light around 
bends is said to make it particularly ap- 
plicable to the indirect lighting field. As 
pictured, light from the bulbs in the metal 
box travels through the material and shows 
itself only at the end of the tubes, the 
edge of the sheet and on the engraved sec- 
tion. (Quartz will do this, too, but it costs 
more.) The material can be cut, sawed, 
drilled or polished, it is said. It’s a pro- 
duct of E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Com- 
pany, New York, N. Y. 


PsYCHROMETER—Accurate readings of air 
humidity are said to be assured in one 
minute by a portable psychrometer recently 
announced by the H-B Instrument Company, 
Philadelphia, Pa. Motor driven fan draws 
air across the bulbs of the two thermome- 
ters, first across the dry bulb, then across 
the wet bulb. Thermometers are calibrated 
in single degrees from 30 to 120 deg. F. 
and employ canary-colored mercury. Plug-in 
type instrument nictured operates on 110 
volts, 60 cycles. 


SMALL SYNCHRONOUS MOTOR—New syn- 
chronous, gear-in-head motors have been de- 
signed by the Holtzer-Cabot Electric Com- 
pany, Boston, Mass., for instruments or 
other mechanisms where accurate timing is 
essential, They are of the capacitor type, 
a l-mfd. capacitor being supplied as a sep- 
arate item. Various gear combinations are 
said to be possible, but these output speeds 
are considered as standard: 1 r.p.m., 75 in. 
0z.; 2 r.p.m., 40 in. oz.; 60 r.p.m., 2 in. oz. 
In all of these the input is 8 watts. 


ELECTRIC HEAT GUN—A device combining 
an efficient electric heater and hand vacuum 
cleaner and powered by a standard 110-volt 
a.c./d.c. motor is announced by the General 


—Photo by Benedict Frinkel 


Electric Company, Schenectady, N. Y., for 
many industrial maintenance operations. 
Heater unit, using a 1,000-watt heating ele- 
ment, attaches to the exhaust orifice of the 
vacuum cleaner and the combination pro- 
vides warm air for thawing-out processes. 
The removable nozzle of the heater is curved 
to fit into differential or transmission cases. 





HEATING APPLIANCE ELEMENTS—Nichrome 
replacement elements for electric heating 
appliances are being marketed by the Fleck 
Company, New York, N. Y. They are in 
the form of tightly-wound coils of desired 
diameter and have pigtail ends. Elements 
are available in various ohmages from 200 
to 1,000 watts. Charts and folders indicate 
correct replacement unit for standard elec- 
tric heating appliances. 


TRAFFIC CONTROLS—Pressure sensitive ve- 
hicle detectors, placed in each of the ap- 
proaches to the intersection, from which 
run wires to the control mechanism 
mounted on a nearby post, together with 
traffic lights, are the principal elements of 
the Electro-Matic traffic control systems de- 
veloped by the Automatic Signal Corpora- 
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tion, New York, N. Y. Detectors signal to 
the control mechanism the presence and 
passage of vehicles, their number, speed 
and, where necessary, the direction of their 
motion, and the mechanism assigns the 
right-of-way on the basis of maximum safety 
and efficiency, it is claimed. 


HEAT INDICATING PAINTS—Paints that 
change color when exposed to heat are 
announced by the Ekfalin Company, New 
York, N. Y. Some of the paints will re- 
main permanently changed and need to be 
recoated after each change; others will turn 
back to their original color and are said to 
be good for from 25 to 50 changes before 
they need recoating. Five permanent and 
seven retroactive color paints are available, 
in exterior and interior types; the perma- 
nent ones change at temperatures from 300 
to 734 deg. F.; the others, from 122 to 464 
deg. F., with a safety margin of 25 deg., 
it is stated. 


TECHNICAL BULLETINS 


BurREAU OF STANDARDS BULLETIN—Simpli- 
fied Practice Recommendation R58-36 of the 
National Bureau of Standards, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington, D. C., is 
devoted to “Classification of Iron and Steel 
Scrap.” Copies may be secured from the 
Superintendent of Documents for 5 cents 
each. 





UNDERWRITERS’ STANDARD — Underwriters’ 
Laboratories,. 207 East Ohio Street, Chi- 
cago, Ill., has recently issued a bulletin con- 
taining its standards for service equipment— 
including meter-service switches, service cir- 
cuit breakers meter test blocks and similar 
service equipment. 


INSULATING MatertaLts—“A.S.T.M. Stand- 
ards on Electrical Insulating Materials” 
(1936 edition) is a compilation of these 
standards referring to electrical insulating 
materials—twenty-five methods of test and 
ten specifications. Besides revised test 
methods and specifications, standards are 
given for rubber gloves, rubber matting, 
electrical cotton yarns, silk and cotton tape, 
flexible varnish tubing and electrical por- 
celain. Copies may be obtained from 
A.S.T.M. headquarters, 260 South Broad 


Street, Philadelphia, Pa., at $2 per copy. 
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Foundation Names Designers 
Of $100,000 Memorial Tower 


The Thomas Alva Edison Founda- 
tion has selected the firm of Massena 
& DuPont of Wilmington, Del., to 
design the $100,000 Edison Memorial 
Beacon Tower on the site of the in- 
ventor’s original laboratory at Menlo 
Park, N. J. 

Announcement was made that the 
foundation, which also is raising a 
fund of $5,000,000 to provide 100 
scholarships annually for boys and 
girls to carry on the traditions estab- 
lished by the inventor, hopes to see 
construction of the memorial beacon 
tower begin in the spring and reach 
completion next fall. 


Commission Moves to Avoid 
Duplication in Rural Lines 


Power lines costing more than 
$5,000 or carrying energy of 4,000 or 
more volts may not be put up without 
permission of the Tennessee Railroad 
and Public Utilities Commission, the 
commission ruled this week. 

The commission ruled that in order 
“to prevent wasteful duplication of 
facilities, which result in financial 
loss, both to the public and to the 
utility, or other agency furnishing 
service,” the order was necessary. 


Roosevelt-Iekes Agreement 
President has indicated 
agreement with the statement of Secre- 


Ickes that all P.W.A. loans for 


municipal power plants now tied up 


Roosevelt 
tary 


by injunctions would be held up pend- 
ing decision of the courts on the right 


of the P.W.A. to make loans and 
erants to municipalities to build 
power plants in competition with 


Mr. Roosevelt made 
that this 
would not be diverted for other pur- 
poses, but would be held. 


private utilities. 


it clear, however, money 


» 
Kitchen Equipment Sales Up 
The National Kitchen Modernizing 


Bureau estimates domestic sales of the 
four major pieces of electric kitchen 
equipment for 1936, with the percent- 
ages of increase over 1935 sales, as 
follows: Ranges, 318,000, 48 per cent 
increase; refrigerators, 2,010,000, 26 
per dishwashers. 14.- 
000, 75 per cent increase; water heat- 
ers. 104.000. 


cent increase: 


8.5 per cent increase. 
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ROCHESTER, N. Y.—Rochester Gas & 
Electric Corporation will carry out an ex- 
pansion program at steam-electric generat- 
ing station durirg 1937, including installa- 


tion of new _ turbo-generator 
auxiliary equipment. Project will cost close 
to $1,500,000. Company is also planning 
extensions in primary and distributing lines 
for rural electrification in different areas, 
totaling about 400 miles, with power sub- 
station and service facilities. Cost approx- 
imately $500,000. Financing has been 
authorized. 


HOUSTON, TEX.—Gulf Portland Cement 
Company, Trinity Life Building, Harper 
Holt, president, plans installation of motors 
and controls, conveyors, electric hoists, 
loaders and other equipment in new cement 
mill on tract of land recently acquired on 
Houston ship channel. Cost over $100,000. 


FORT PECK, MONT.—United States En- 
gineer Office, Fort Peck, receives bids until 
January 11] for three 1500-hp. motors, with 
control equipment and three switchboards; 
also for one control equipment for 2500-hp. 
motor unit, complete with circuit breakers, 


unit and 


liquid regulator with starting and speed 
control accessories, and one switchboard 
for motor (Circular 282). 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.—Northern States 
Power Company has plans under way for 
expansion and improvements in steam-elec- 
tric generating plant, including installation 
of new turbo-generator unit with accessories, 


high-pressure boilers and miscellaneous 
equipment. Company will also make ex- 
tensions in transmission lines and power 


substation facilities, with construction of 


additional distributing lines for extensions 


in rural electrification system. Work will 
be carried out in 1937, and fund of $8.- 
123,000 has been authorized for this and 


other expansion in that year. 


DOVER, OHIO — Reeves Manufacturing 
Company plans installation of motors and 
controls, regulators, conveyors, electric hoists 
and other equipment in new addition to 
sheet metal products plant. Cost over $350,- 
000. Work will be carried out in 1937. 


WILMINGTON, N. C.—Tidewater Power 


Company plans transmission and distribut- 


ing lines for rural electrification in parts 
of Brunswick County, including Shalotte 


and Bolivia areas, totaling about 150 miles, 
with power substation and service facilities. 
Cost approximately $150,000. Financing is 
being arranged through Federal aid. Com- 
pany has authorized construction of new 
transmission line to Harpers Island district, 
and will begin work soon. 


ROCKWELL CITY, IOWA. — Calhoun 
County Rural Electric Cooperative, Inc.. re- 
cently organized, William Darbyshire, county 
agent, in charge, plans transmission and 
distributing lines for rural electrification in 
parts of Calhoun, Pocahontas. Webster, Sac 
and neighboring counties, totaling about 
560 miles, with power substation and serv- 


OPPORTUNITIES 





ice facilities. Cost about $575,000. Financ- 
ing will be arranged through Federal aid, 


CHICAGO, ILL.—Johnson & Johnson, 
4949 West Sixty-fifth Street, plan installa. 
tion of motors and controls, conveyors and 
other equipment in new addition to drug 
specialty and surgical dressing manufac- 
turing plant, 100x280 feet. Cost about 
$100,000. Work will begin early in 1937, 


NEW CASTLE, PA.—Pennsylvania Power 
Company, Youngstown, Ohio, has plans ma- 
turing for new steam-electric generating 
station at New Castle, where site has been 
selected. Contracts for turbo-generator units 
and accessories, high-pressure boilers and 
other equipment will be placed soon. New 
transmission lines will be constructed for 
connection with present system in Western 
Pennsylvania, with extensions in present 
high-tension and distributing lines in But- 
ler, Beaver, Lawrence and Mercer Coun- 
ties. Entire project will cost close to $3, 


000,000. 


EVERETT, WASH.—Puget Sound Power 
& Light Company, Seattle, Wash., plans 
transmission and distributing lines for rural 
electrification in parts of Whatcom County, 
totaling about 100 miles, with power sub- 
station and service facilities. A franchise 
is being secured. Cost over $125,000. 


CAMBRIDGE, MASS.—Boston Blacking 
& Chemical Company, Kendall Square, plans 
installation of motors and controls, convey- 
ors and other equipment in new addition 
to plant. Work will be carried out early in 
1937. Cost close to $150,000. Coolidge, 
Shepley, Bulfinch & Abbott, 1 Court Street, 
Boston, are architects. 


ASHTABULA, OHIO — Cleveland Elee- 
tric Illuminating Company, Cleveland, plans 
expansion in steam-electric generating plant 
at Ashtabula, including installation of new 
50.000-kw. turbo-generator unit and auxil- 
iary equipment. Extensions will be made 
in transmission lines in that area. Work 
will begin early in 1937. Cost about $l- 
500,000. 


HAMPTON, IOWA— Franklin County 
Rural Electric Co-operative, Inc., Hampton, 
has surveys under way for primary and sec 
ondary lines for rural electrification in parts 
of Franklin, Butler, Cerro Gordo and Har- 
den Counties, totaling about 400 miles, 
with power substation and service fa: ilities. 
Fund of $418,000 has been secured through 
Federal aid. Buell & Winter Engineering 
Company, Insurance Exchange Buildings 
Sioux City, Iowa, is consulting engineer. 


ROCK ISLAND, ILL.—United States En 
gineer Office, Rock Island, receives - 
until January 19 for constructing lock am 
dam No. 17, Mississippi River, including 
complete electrical equipment for gate OP 
erating machinery, motors, conduits, wiriNg 
brakes and miscellaneous electrical installa 
tion. locomotive crane, central control sta- 
tion and other equipment (Circular 107): 
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